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God’s Love in Action  
  

Our children are at the heart of everything we do through Christian 

values and relationships.  Living and learning together we celebrate  

the uniqueness and diversity of everyone in our family.  We nurture a 

sense of self belief, mutual respect and belonging through Social  

Emotional Learning and academic excellence.  We are dedicated to 

building the foundations for happy and successful life-long learning.  
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Aims and expectations 
 

When communicating ideas in writing, it is important that children use a 

handwriting style which is neat and legible.  

The importance of handwriting should not be under-estimated. It is vital that 

children can write quickly, comfortably and legibly as it is a skill needed in many 

curriculum areas. Children’s self-esteem is also heightened when they can take 

pride in their handwriting. 

Aims:  

- To develop a joined, confident handwriting style that is clear, legible, fluent and 

consistent throughout Key Stages 1 and 2. 

- To instil a positive attitude towards handwriting. 

- To present work in a neat and orderly fashion appropriate to the task  

 

Pupils are expected to be taught distinct handwriting lessons every day, with the 

lessons lasting between 5-10 minutes. Children who display specific difficulties 

with handwriting will have these addressed through such interventions as slanted 

writing boards, rubber pencil grips, using alternative writing media etc. Further 

details of the joins can be found in the attached, more detailed, handwriting and 

presentation policy.  Children who show particularly pleasing progress with 

their joined handwriting are rewarded with ‘Pen Licences’ from year 4 upwards.  

Progression: Letter joins become more complex, and as children progress 

through the school, they are encouraged to take creative risks with their own 

handwriting style, including elements of calligraphy, sign writing, note-taking 

etc. 

Assessment: Children’s handwriting is formatively assessed regularly. A joined 

hand is essential for children to be judged as ‘at standard’ from Year 3 upwards. 
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Monitoring 

 

Children’s handwriting is monitored on a daily basis by the class teacher, who is 

expected to provide intervention groups for children who need it. These children may 

be struggling with letter formation, joins or legibility. The teacher will make provision 

for the skills learned in these intervention groups to be applied and developed in day-

to-day classwork. Regular taught handwriting lessons will also have a positive impact on 

children’s letter formation, joins and writing speed. 

Teaching time 

There should be a modelled handwriting session daily to practise. The lesson 

structure should be: 

• Brief warm-up exercises led by teacher. Children to check the three ‘P’s  

(paper, pen grip, posture). See Nelson for warm up games. 

• Teacher models letter formation of letters in isolation, joins or words. 

• Silent, independent work. Teacher circulates and intervenes to secure 

understanding and progress. 

The teacher should act as a model when writing on the board or marking work, 

using a fluent joined style where appropriate. 
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